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Documents re origins of JRU  listed by Bryan Diamond



Documents relevant to origins of the Jewish Religious Union,  abstracted mainly from papers in 

archives of the ULPS, April 2002 , in progress   Copyright by Bryan Diamond   

This is intended to be a list of all known printed or written sources: principally (a) press cuttings, mainly the Jewish Chronicle [JC] and the orthodox Jewish World [JW], (b) circulars to members and adverts of the JRU, and (c) the Minutes Book of the Committee [MC] of the JRU from its preliminary meeting in 1899  and a few Minutes of Services and Music sub-committees [MSC,  MMC] . WLS is the West London Syn.    Deductions or comments on the nature of the source are given in italics.

An asterisk* means cited letter is in the Minute Book. LMA = LJS document deposited in London Metropolitan Archive.

Abbreviated words can be expanded,  include:-  services, committee, meeting, synagogue, letter, relations, article, with, from.

# indicates documents referred to in the draft of the History of the JRU, superscripts refer to the Notes to Chap 1 therein.

Some Bibliography: ~ JHSE  XXVII   1982   Stephen Bayme  Claude Montefiore, Lily Montagu and the Origins of the Jewish Religious Union  (see Notes, numerous refs to JC)

~ John D Rayner,  Jewish Quarterly No 176,  Winter 1999/2000, p 55,  Nonconformism in Anglo-Jewry  (describes Hampstead precursors of JRU and relations with the WLS and Hertz)

~ Lily H Montagu, The Jewish Religious Union and its Beginnings, with  a preface by Rabbi I I Mattuck, Papers for Jewish People No XXVII,  JRU for ALJ,  1927 [cited as PJP]

~ Ellen M Umansky, The origins of Liberal Judaism in England: The Contribution of Lily H Montagu,   Hebrew Union College Annual  LV,  pp 309-322, 1984 [offprinted]

Date
    Source


Subject and summary

	1899, Jun 10
	Maryle-bone Mercury?
	"The Hotel Great Central;  A Description of the Magnificent Building"

describes the various public rooms, a brief reference to a smaller dining room approached by a separate entrance on the western side known as the Wharncliffe entrance, suited for private parties, with marble walls and floors. 

	1899, Jan 

#
	Jewish Quart-erly Review. XI, No 42,  pp 216-231


	Lily Montagu [LHM] article " Spiritual Possibilities of Judaism Today";

she analyses state of English Judaism 's "spiritual degradation", concludes with suggestion of "an associated band of worshippers, bound together by a living Judaism"   Manuscript w amendments archived.       (JQR was co-edited 1888-1908 by C G Montagu  [CGM] & Israel Abrahams] [IA])         Portion of article  is quoted by LJM in her PJP  1927, p 2.

"essay gave expression to the rather vague thoughts & aspirations of many Jews ;  N S Joseph , a keen thinker, suggested I send a questionnaire to elicit ideas re future of Judaism" -  per LHM, 1929 talk;

Sept 01 draft of a 2nd article, CGM said not to publish;   several drafts of questionnaire#16 which she sent out in March.  and Montefiore's response17 ,of 18 typed pages. retrieved fr LMA 003/006/A
  "the little paper seems trite today but surprised many people…expressed thoughts and   aspirations of my co-religionists so they paused to think and many to sympathise…LHM in LJS' "The First Fifty Years" 1950, p 2

	1900, July
	JQR,  XII,  No 48, pp 618-650
	CGM  article,  "Liberal Judaism in England;  Its Difficulties and its Duties"; he considers synagogue svces, Judaism, Theism; race and intermarriage  at p 648  concludes with duties of Liberal and “nominal” Jews,  i e to maintain Jewish consciousness incl in homes,.  “When the time may be for a distinct liberal movement I will not discuss … .we can prepare the way;  one may attempt reform of existing synagogal organizations;   must not lose heart.”

	1953
	by Eric Conrad
	"Lily H Montagu: Prophet of a Living Judaism" (book), p 42 :" About 1900 Miss Montagu  learned of the Liberal Jewish Movement in Germany and in America….for nearly a century a form of Judaism.. which corresponded to her ideas. …   and she came under influence of CGM, and the  intimate spiritual bond developed between the two became a decisive factor in Liberal Judaism in England."


	1940
	JRU
	Memoir, based on then unpubd. HJL, by AM Hyamson, pam.,1940, refers to IA as a pioneer of Lib. Jm but also a synthesis of Lib and Orth Judaism. 

	1944
	Herbert  J.Loewe, book (in LJS)
	“Israel Abrahams”at pp 50-51, Chap V, The Pressman:  "The JQR attempted to stimulate interest in current theological problems and thus to lead the laity to think of religion…. it was fair to all shades of opinion… controversies were conducted in impersonal tone…attracted the best authors";

IA & CGM each said the credit belonged to the other editor.


	1901, Nov
	LHM ltr
	Ltr from LHM  typescript & roneoed #19, sample is undated, pencilled " Nov",thus Umansky p316 and PJP p4,  but 16 Feb Minute gives date of 1 Jan 1902, sent to ca 120 people,   “to those who feel that the moment has come to try to strengthen religious life”,   ends with her intention to call a meeting;   Ltr is reproduced in her PJP, ibid, pp3-4

	23 Nov (Sat) 1901
	MC, p2
	Preliminary Meeting  of [JRU] Cttee #22, Ch Isidore Spielmann;   resolutions passed  to provide special services for children and adults, and a Society be formed for encouragement of these & similar objects; other decisions adjourned to 9th Dec

	9 Dec (Mon)

1901
	MC, p 6
	Cttee Mtg ;  Officers elected:   Pres. CGM, VPrs Rev S Singer, A H Jessel,& LHM, Hon Sec & Treas. I Spielmann  [v Bayme art. p 63  "initial membership incorporated..diverse elements of community incl intellectuals, notably CGM & I Abrahams, social workers…LHM , lay officers of United Syn.  [US] in partic. Spielmann,  and leading orthodox ministers ..AA Green & Simeon Singer"] , their names to be appended to the circular ltr, publication to be delayed till next meeting,

 title of the Society considered but decision deferred

	21 Dec (Sat)
	MC, p 8
	Cttee Meeting,  Ch CGM;  as suggested by Rev Morris Joseph, title “The Jewish Religious Union” agreed.  The circular ltr was approved, to be sent in as private a  way as possible to upwards of 100 people suggested by LHM and others of the cttee

Editors of the 2 Jewish papers to be invited to join,  and to omit for present references to the Society in their papers.


	1902      
	
	                                                                                                                                                                  

	25 Jan
	MC, p 10 
	C.M. Ch  LHM; Hon Sec reported issue of the circ. Ltr [no copy found], and replies were considered;  a Meeting of those who had replied favorably was resolved to be held on Sun 16th inst. (sic) at 50 Porchester Terrace, home of LHM sister Mrs Franklin 

	Feb 16

(Sun)
	MC, (p13, insert)
	Meeting Minute; [>70 present] , apologs incl IA, Ch  CGM gave opening address# (v below), LHM moved resolution of sympathy w objects of JRU, seconded Rev S Singer, carried unan.

Rev A A Green put resolution #26 for services to be held adapted to those to whom present sves fail to appeal;  discussion, carried unam.   Officers & Cttee elected  [from then CGM the official leader but LHM most responsible for  formation of JRU - Umansky p317] 

	Feb 16


	CGM 


	CGM,  text, corrected typescript archived,10 pp, of talk at Meeting ; 

Deals w critics of circular,  why poor syn. attendance,  how to deal with,  not want a revolution,  range of signatories to circular, all think variety of svces needed, we will have special svce probably on Sat afternoons . Lectures & publications hopefully. To deepen religious life.  Criticisms welcome.  

	21Feb
	JC
	Letter, "The Projected Jewish Religious Union"

anonymous from "An Old Reformer", evidently member of West London Synagogue [WLS], deplores poor attendances at Berkeley Street,  until fervour is revived the new movement is futile and mischievous

	Feb 22 (Sat)
	MC, p 14
	C.M. Ltrs re Sunday svces & the objects read.   Sec asked write to JC Editor that publn of ltr on 21st was breach of understanding,  & request (&to JW) no further references until JRU communicated officially.   Sub-cttee appointed for details of svces. LHM as Ch, and also to to consider having Sunday lectures concurrently with Sat aft svces.  Men to cover heads #30.

	Feb 28
	JC
	Editorial,  refers to U S membership data and concludes "there is need of a vigorous canvass of the community with a view to increasing membership; such a difficult job might be undertaken by the projected 'Jewish Religious Union'".

	3 March
	MSC,

p 1
	1st meeting of Services Sub-Cttee of JRU, Ch CGM, proposal to hold svces at Elysee Gallery, Bayswater if, as they expected, Ch Rabbi [CR] would not make a syn  available; timing of service (75 mins) and selection of prayers and hymns in Eng & Heb agreed. 

	17  March,

8pm
	MSC, p17
	Services Sub-cttee, Ch CGM, Sunday aft. Lectures to be given at Drawing Room Meetings to be held in various parts of London explain purposes of Union to when arrangements for Services nearly completed;  Mr VJ Simon & Mr Harry R Lewis to consider & report on the musical arrangements.


	17 March, 8.45 pm
	MC, p 20
	C.M.  Ltrs read  fr editors JC & JW [contents unstated]. 

Interim report of Svcse Sub-Cttee as of  3 Mar was considered,  their recommendation that Instrumental music essential to success of svces  was  carried by 7 to 6.   Other detail left for future   

Resolved to send deputation to  CR to ascertain if he consent to svce in a syn ( Sat afts, mainly in English, and under control of cttee, reluctantly refrain fr instrumental music)#, this caused resignation of Rev .M Joseph, accepted w regret.

see also Correspondence) Mar-Jun  02  JRU/ Dr H Adler (CR) re use of a US Syn.

	8 May
	MC, p33
	C.M.  Deputation on 25 Mar to CR reported on (*full report & corresp)#; Sec to write to CR regret that he did not meet their views , and not intend at present to publish the corresp. 

Agreed to LHM' proposal to seek a suitable Hall (a US  vestry room or WLS rejected).  to be agreed by cttee.   General order of svce agreed.   1st svce  on 18th Oct if poss.

	14 May
	JRU
	Circ ltr  frHon Secs, enclosing copy CGM 11 Apr sermon  & asking members to interest others and for suggestions re svces in other districts, and saying svces suspended after 27 Jun for summer recess. 

	21 May
	MMC  
	1st Minuted meeting of Music Sub-cttee of JRU; Ch A H Lindo; music to be original as far as possible , should ultimately be printed, and consist of 2 hymns, 1 psalm & an anthem.; a list was made of men & women to be invited to form the choir.

	29 May
	MC, p 56
	M.C. Brief correspondence w CR *reported.  Rev MJ had rejoined cttee.  Favorable view of use of Gt Central Hotel,  suitable room w separate entrance in Harewood Pl.,  at 5 guineas per mtg,  but other halls to be looked for.   Svce time to be 3.30pm. 

Circular agreed, & to be published in J Press, w. a short historical introduction. 

Minimum annual subscription to be 2/6.

	9 Jun
	MC, p 61
	M.C. As result of circ ltr, 34 had become members & paid or promised £25-16-6

Public Mtg to be at W Hampstead Town Hall on 6 July at 4pm

re 1st Svce 18 Oct, Rev Singer to conduct, CGM to address, non-Jewish hymns to be adapted to J characteristics,  Halls discussed, the Steinway preferred if available.

	23 Jun
	MSC, p19
	Services sub-cttee:  Heb hymns to be selected by Rev Singer & Mr Abrahams;  Eng by LHM, Msrs Simon, Lewis & Lindo, to incl J ones and less well known Christian.

	1 Jul
	MC, p 64
	C. M.  Public mtg proposed 6 Jul could not be arranged, & future mtg left in abeyance.

 116 members had joined.    Bank a/c opened.  

 Not agreed to publn of CR reply to JRU.   Position of "orthodox " ministers participating in JRU discussed , difficulties which  may cause them to withdraw appreciated.   Steinway H not available till 1903.   H Lindo confirmed as choir master @ 1 ½ g per wk. Sephardi Heb pronunciation #31   Order of svce & music to be printed & Hebrew to be transliterated

	Jul 18
	JC
	Sermon by the Chief Rabbi at Bayswater Syn on 12 July # 

He gives his opinion on JRU; decries use of English, changes to the liturgy;  the laymen taking svces,  he concludes with grave apprehension that the projected services will estrange congns from the regular services, leading to schism – now is time for unity 

	Jul 18
	JC
	Letter, "Jewish  Religious  Union" ,  anonymous from "An Old Fashioned Jew", who had heard the sermon condemning the JRU; the writer asked the Chief Rabbi to prohibit the three US ministers from taking part in the movement.

	25 Sept 
	MC p 70
	C M.  Wharncliffe Rooms hired for 12 wks @£50, organ hired, reading desk & platform to be or purchased; agreed incl  re choirmaster, music, prayer for Royal Family.  1000 copies of Order of Svce to be printed, one to be sent to each member after 1st svce; announcement in J Press on 10 & 17 Oct, and to circularize members w printed notices for friends. A permanent official was proposed to conduct svces,  H Pass to be asked       [ evidently not accepted, v 10 Jun 1904] 

For future svces, to be invited to give addresses: Revs Joseph, Green, Stern,  Harris, Wolff, Mssrs, Abrahams, Simon, Lewis, Joseph, Hartog, & Gollancz.

Public Mtg on 19 Oct,  LM had consented to read paper,  Mr Jessel to preside.


	Oct 6
	WLS
	WLS Wardens' Committee meeting  'Jewish Religious Union

A letter was read from the Rev. Mr. Joseph stating that he had received an invitation to deliver an address at the Service to be held in connection with the Jewish Religious Union on Saturday afternoon the 1st November, & asking sanction for his acceptance of the invitation.  The Secretary was directed to inform Mr. Joseph that under Law 83 the Wardens are not empowered to grant the permission asked for, without the sanction of the Council, or at least of the Chairman; and that his letter would therefore be referred to the Council at its next meeting

Rev Morris did not preach on 1 Nov, so presumably permission was refused.

	Oct 10
	 JC
	Advert:  (& a flyer)# 

· names Officers & Committee; Objects and Methods;

· details of The First Service at the Wharncliffe Rooms on 18 Oct at 3.30pm,  conducted by Rev S Singer, Address By C G Montefiore; and subsequent weeks;

· Lecture by Miss Lily Montagu on Sunday 19th at Hampstead  Town Hall on “The Objects and Methods of the JRU” 

	13 Oct
	MC

p 75
	C M  Further corresp w CR read.  Ltr fr CCAR offering to cooperate in any way they might help.   For 1st Svce,   ; Order of Svce to be printed on slip enclosed in the Birns. Servicel (?), w directions given for standing, no Heb transliteration,  Cttee not to sit together

Rev Green was not in favour of the svces being on Sats outside of a syn, so had thought of resigning but will reconsider.

	Oct17
	 JC
	Report of JRU activities, and announcement of the first service on 18 Oct, and its novel features,  mainly in English,  the voluntary choir,  and cooperation of Reform and Orthodox ministers and laymen.

	Oct 17
	JW
	Report of JRU foundation, forthcoming service and novel features and public meeting.

	Oct 20
	D Tele graph 
	First service, small report, incl innovations  (sitting together of sexes, extensive use of English), to appeal to the large numbers dissatisfied with present form of svce. 

	Oct? & undated
	J R U   
	  “Some thoughts on Modern Judaism”, private & confidential,  Two versions, A-E and A-C, each ; B has 7 or 10 cardinal principles of belief; two sides printed,    second version clause B says “I enumerate”  but it is unsigned

Second version is given  in full in LHM, PJP pp 7-9 as “the expression of faith” by IA, she mentions his great assistance.

	Oct 22&

Nov 5
	JRU
	Ltrs Rev G J Emanuel to L Henry;  the Council of Birmingham congregation have decided it  will take no part in services of JRU.

	Oct 24
	 JW
	Report of First Service #

Front page has drawings of the service, the be-hatted seated congn holding orders of svce,  Rev. S Singer leading the prayers, CGM delivering the sermon, the mixed choir standing around the organ,  Mr Algernon Lindo, Choir Director;

p 67 full Report of service (liturgy printed in LJM Oct 1952 p107-8) and CGM address (typescript is archived), extracts  printed in LJM Oct 152 pp105-6).

statement by Rev A A Green in his sermon as to reasons for his retirement

	Oct 1952
	LJM, p 103-4
	LHM text , 5pp (of article ) recalled the first service, planning, details  doubts, types of attendees incl Orthodox pillars, eagerness, reverence, response to CGM, excitement.

	Oct 24
	JC  
	 Editorial,  in 3 sections, "Jewish Religious Union"; its objects are laudable but  the colourless service cannot meet feelings of main body of Jews;  reformed services failed on Continent, apathy is caused by materialism,  hope the JRU will show Judaism as a force in our daily lives.

	Oct 24
	JC  
	 Jewish Religious Union;  The Inaugural Service #
-2 + pp   "prim dignity,  whispered dignified prayer" led by Singer,  quotes verses  of hymns, the "Sanctify us" prayer by Singer # and final prayer;  summary of sermon by CGM  as supplementing existing services, not supplanting,  brings back waverers.

Sermon by CGM,  text in full #

Retirement of Rev. A.A. Green;  his statement  in Hampstead Syn as to why he had withdrawn from Committee – he wanted unity of community…

	Oct 24
	JC

LM

JW
	Public Meeting, W. Hampstead , paper by LM #  (in full but unparagraphed) "Objects and Methods of the Union",  and discussion chaired by Jessel.  Archived typescript of paper has paragraphs (not in  JC) .

 p70, sub-headed” Mr Jessel surveys the Situation; Some Straight Talking, Animated Proceedings; ”Greenberg criticism #  (end of report p 71 missing; see in NL)

	 Oct 24
	JW
	Editorial, “The New Union”,  sympathetic;   unfair to discredit it from fear when it turns out to be quite different; Union has been formed for the non-synagogue attenders; magnetic preacher & earnestness of expression needed, can JRU attract the indifferent and fuse them into body of the observant Jews? – better idea of this after sixth service.

	
	JW
	Notice of Meetings,  JRU, Wharncliffe Rooms, 3.30 pm,  Oct 25, conducted by CGM, address Rev S. Singer;  Nov 1, conducted Mr Oswald John Simon, address Mr Harry S. Lewis.

	Oct 28,  
	D Mail
	Report of first Public Meeting and “an ably written paper on the objects and methods of the union by Miss Lily Montagu”, refers to the reforms.

	Oct 31  
	JC
	 5 Letters  re 1st Service:

· Helen Lucas of Bayswater, fearing mischief due to its novelty, 

· “Unionist”, proposing the JRU as a halfway house, to lead to full faith, to be open as long as it is wanted,

· “Impatient”, wanting Sunday services for those who rest on that day, 

· “E.A.G.”, the name is misleading for this Reform branch, &

· Eugene Woolstone decrying the presence of orthodox ministers at the Reform service, and their role in the US should be traditional.

	Oct 31
	 JC
	 Report of the 2nd service, "The New Minhag" Rev Singer defined his position and preached on a Personal God and Religion;  Mrs Lucas’ beautiful hymn “Unto the Hills..”  quoted in full 4 verses,  and  a responsive prayer "(not..own merits..").

	"
	"
	-Rev D Wasserzug of Central Syn preached on danger of JRU being a way station to Christianity

- Rev Julius A Gouldstein at North London Syn  on the reasons for the JRU to hold services.

- Hebrew and the Synagogue,  sermon by Rev Morris Joseph at Upper Berkeley Street, JRU services are supplemental to those of syn and not replacing these and primarily intended for those habitually absent;  he doubts they will injure the syn by diminishing attendances.  Advocates retention of Hebrew as historic link.

	Oct 31
	 JW
	 The Second Service,  entire page +, brief report and Sermon by Rev Singer, “What it is to be a Jew”, in full), he concludes…”to be faithful & fearless witness. .member of a great brotherhood..”

	Oct 31
	 JW
	 Editorial, “Methods and Men” ; critics since first service have not dealt with it closely; refers to the attacks on Revs. Singer& Stern and 2 officers of the US, Wasserzug’s denunciation was unconvincing; regrets need for JRU.

Wasserzug reported, preached on Gibeonites offering mouldy bread.

	 Oct 31
	 JW
	 "By The Way" diarist, reports overcrowding at second service;  and sensational rumours re consequences of activities  of the JRU.

	"
	JW
	Letter from  “E.A.S.” satirical,  proposes that JRU members will eventually drop all Sabbath and festival services.

	3 Nov
	MC, p80
	C.M.  Rev A A Green resigned fr cttee.[v Bayme article p 63: "one of most outstanding ministers..one of most prestigious congns, agreed w CGM on many intellectual questions"…& LHM 1927 p14: he & Rev S Stern "had worked whole-heartedly".]  Rev M Joseph's wardens had agreed to his giving address & take svce.  Preachers arranged to 6 Dec.  Ltrs re 1st svce considered.  Some seats to be reserved for members until 5 mins before svces.

Resolution By I Abrahams to limit cttee to laymen discussed and rejected.

Ltr* fr Sec.of WLS inviting to meet to devise a scheme for holding Sat aft svces in WLS     # 44.; invitation discussed & accepted.

 & See correspondence Ja-Fe '03     Dr Chas Singer, Rev J F Stern, -CGM ,re  resignations 

	 Nov 7
	JC
	Council meeting of U S, a question as to although the Chief Rabbi had declared JRU services as against Jewish Law, but despite that some U S ministers still took part, Chairman refused to answer.  [also in JW]

	 Nov 7
	 JC  
	6 Letters:
· in favour of JRU reforms & liturgy by  Lewis Pyke,

· others generally hostile, incl H Jerevitch advocating they should get a Scroll and hold their services on Sundays.

	Nov 7
	 JW
	 Report of Third Service at Wharncliffe Rooms, some had to stand,  prayers led by Mr Simon,   Rev Singer’s voice heard leading responses of timorous worshipers;  address by Mr Harry Lewis of Toynbee Hall on “Judaism: Constructive Work or Destructive Criticism”, he advocated more attention to Jewish ceremonial and Sabbath observance.

· Diarist comment that seating was inadequate,  policeman at entrance has been withdrawn; the curious came partly to hear Mr Lewis whose orthodoxy has been regarded as unimpeachable.

· News report;   the WLS has invited JRU reps to a meeting to find common ground. Diarist comments that concessions must be made but esp. by JRU.

	Nov 7
	JW, ltrs
	· Isidore Ascher, 1st svce impressive in solemnity, he is hopeful, vision of a noble Jewish Temple initiated by JRu

· H.Jerevitch: JRU needed to combat apathy but should use Heb. & a Torah.  US minister Rev AA Singer should not associate .

	Nov 14
	 JC
	4th service report….lge congn,   Abrahams' address…  

· Letters,  incl whole col by A Newman of Blackburn, doubtful of JRU, advocates better J education,

· Anon. says they imitate Church Services and a Scroll would be an embarrassment; 

· A Young Jew",  decrying breaking the Sabbath by “a short and attractive service in a fashionable hotel at a convenient hour”, exclusion of Hebrew “a blow at heart of our religion”., advocates study and teaching our children.

	Nov 14
	JW
	4th svce report, enough seating;  address summarised

	Nov 14
	JW
	· I Ascher, counters Jerevitch re Torah, Heb and role of Orhodox ministers

· E D Bernstein likewise

· Samuel S Oppenheim queries Oct 31 leader re  US motion to censure ministers.

	Nov 14
	JC
	The Prayer Book of the J  R  U ,  a Review by “Scotus” of the Provisional Edition [1902], a few passages also printed in Hebrew, he criticizes prayers for lack of mention of Sabbath and some jarring modern phrases, and the colourless unsectarian hymns.

	Nov 21
	JC
	5th service report,  3 lines

6   Letters….  to be recorded

· …..

· …..



	Nov 28
	JC
	Diarist ,   nature of congregations,  Address by John Simon,  “The Secret of the Lord…”,(ps xxv) summarized;  

Satire on JRU (a dream)

4 letters , satirical

	to Dec 30
	JW
	to add

	24 Nov
	MC, p89
	C M,  Acceptance of WLS invitation [3 Nov] deferred until needs of members gauged.

All proposals re alterations to svces, incl familiarization w Heb.,  to go to Svces Sub-Cttee.  Wharncliffe Rms to be hired for further 3 mths fr 3 Jan.

LHM to give two talks to children in Xmas hols.   General Mtg to be held ca 25 Jan.

	21 Dec
	MC, p93
	C M,  I A to answer [v 8 Jan], for press pubn.,  CR sermon [presumably that of 18 July report] against JRU and its order of svce.

Following withdrawal from ill-health of a preacher, 2 foreign sermons to be translated, to be read in any emergency .  {were they ever used?] .

Proofs of revised Order of Svce to be circulated to Ctee before adoption.

	Dec
	JC
	To add

	(5663)
	JRU
	Prayer Book , title same as  edn of Oct 1903,  Provisional Edn  # , no list of contents , 72 pp, 15 Hymns


	1903
	
	"1903 and 1904 were years of struggle" – LHM, 1927 in P.J.P. No XXVII,  p 14

	8 Jan
	PJP XXVII,

p 34 (in part)
	Israel Abrahams, open ltr to CR ~# 43[v 21 Dec] to vindicate Jewish character of svce;  cites inclusion of Shema, Ahaba, Adon  Olam;  chosen prayers illustrate J doctrines.  Hope to inspire members w love of Heb.  This ltr sent to J press to justify J character, to win back those now half-hearted or worse.

	25 Jan
	JRU Minutes 99 (loose)
	Conference of Members (at Mrs Franklin's )

CGM  gave resumé of history since Feb 1902. 

Discussion of WLS offer, and details of svces.

CGM summarized: should be a considerable amount of English and certain amount Heb.,  great caution in having more Heb.   Members would be advised before any acceptance of WLS terms. 

LHM proposed local mtgs at which cttee members would explain Objects;  and supported proposal for svces in East End so that working people might fell force of religion;  she asked for help in starting Children's svces in parts of London.

see also Nov 02-Apr '03  Correspondence w WLS re use of Syn  incl Feb Jt Cttee Mins

	7 Feb
	MC, p 95
	C.M.  .  Rev. J J Stern resigned due to CR pressure.  WLS invitation to meeting accepted.   Difficulty in getting competent men to deliver addresses.   £25 prize offer for hymn referred to Svces SC. 

	9 Mar
	MC. p98
	C.M . WLS meeting 17 Feb report* #  & new conditions of WLS Council of 1 Mar #46 accepted w great regret especially that of  separating the sexes [rescinded by WLS  in 1913].  By 10 to 3 agreed to have Meeting of members to be held to consider terms

	March 
	JRU
	Ltr to members re conference on 5 April to consider proposals for services at Berkeley Street (West London) Synagogue, with details of differences between JRU Delegates’ and WLS  Council Schemes.

	April 
	JC (reprint)
	Report of Meeting on Sunday 5th April, 1903 , The Berkeley Street Scheme Rejected , 140 members present, meeting lasted nearly 3 hrs; CGM presided.

Albert Jessel proposed adoption, LHM urged rejection, to be independent;   Motion rejected by 22 to over 80.

	11 Apr
	JRU
	Order of Service , 13 items (reproduced in 2001  Concert program , fr LR)



	18 April
	JRU
	Order of Service,  14 items , organ voluntaries, prayers, ten commandments, hymn, anthem, reading, address, special prayer for Passover printed in full (Ms note “by LHM”) [compare w that for Apr 1907 in LHM PJP, 15 items, v similar + a psalm]

	23 Apr
	MC p104
	C.M.   Rev. S Singer ltr *of resignation #48 after corsp w S Montagu, he was thanked for his svces. & pain.   Aternative venue for svces to be enquired. IA asked to enquire of American visiting rabbis (not Krauss Kiff) to deliver addresses.   CGM’ 11 Apr address to be sent to members.

	14 May 
	JRU
	Ltr from Hon. Secs. to all members, offering printed  CGM sermon, urging attendance at services, asking for help in development.  Sermon* “Liberty & Law” printe,d 16pp, deals w relig. Liberty, the 5 Apr mtg decision to stay independent  so take strength fr worship.

	20 May
	MC

 p 109
	C.M.   Drawing mtgs to be held in East & West Ends.    Sub-Cttee set up for a scheme for E E svces.  Revised  Order of Svce considered & proofs referred to SSC or further revision.   Children’s Svces in Soho by A Davis had average of 30 children.

	10 Jun
	MC
	East End Services Sub-Cttee Conference Minute: advertised svces to be held in East End of London, in a hall, w/o instrumental music, Sat afts., possibly w weekly subns , under control of a local cttee.

	1 July
	MC
	E End Svces Sub-Cttee  Minute  54 venues proposed; raeders & preachers suggested, sermons to be submitted to CGM before hand, nature of svces deferred for new parayer book,  grant of money for first yr to be requested fro JRU.

	13 July
	MC, p115
	C.M.  Hospital Sunday collection of £95 passed to CR…Treasurer reported deficit of £101 but subn. Not to be raised.…East End services scheme considered & Minutes of Conference & Sub-Cttee…#54.grant of £17-10 and loan of books agreed.   Prayer Book details and printing agreed.  Steinway Hall to be engaged for 3 months svces fr 31 Oct.   Report of JRU since inception to be prepared for AGM. 

	29 Sept
	MC
	C. M.  # 53   Deficit was £153.  Prayer Book, 1000 ordinary & 100 better quality copies to be printed, 600 marked as .property of JRU (200 for EEB).  CGM said he had to go abroad for winter for his health.  Advertisements to be only of 1st svce of session and of EEB.  General Meeting to be called, Press to attend.

	8th Oct
	JRU
	Report of the Committee to Sep 1903,  4 sides (i e 1st Annual Report), signed by CGM, summarising all activities

	17 Oct
	
	1st Service in East End (said  by J Benjamin to have arisen fr Sat aft reading circle at Toynbee Hall)  at Beaumont Hall, Stepney, address by Harry S Lewis

	Oct 30
	JW,  
	JRU, General Meeting of Members; The Future of the Union, Is It to Live?:  Pessimism and Optimism

Over 100 attended, at Earnest Franklin's home    Accounts showed deficit of £146;  increase in subscriptions needed.  Address by CGM:  falling off of attendances at services;  but had attracted some who had not been attending synagogue services;  but uphill task,  was it worth continuing, members must decide, more were needed (now 299) and individual effort….

	Oct (5664)
	JRU
	Prayer Book: (Second, revised edn )# "A Selection of Prayers, Psalms and Other Scriptural Passages and Hymns for use at the services of the J R U, London" 127 pp, 27 Hymns, prayers, ten commandments, scripture verses, psalms, hymns, some Hebrew in each exc scripture. 

	30th October, 
	JRU
	Ltr from Treasurers & Hon Sec to members advising recommencement of services on 7th November at Steinway Hall, Lower Seymour Street, new prayer book^  ready, price 2 shillings from booksellers,  Report enclosed, subscriptions due , minimum 5 s., details of expenses for 1902-3 and £143 deficit.

	
	
	

	6 Dec
	MC
	C.M..  A H Jessel chair. £188 balance in hand.  Preachers & readers’ pronunciation, and complaints re music considered. .Choirmaster re-engaged for 6 mths.    Propaganda meetings had gotten 14 new members..



	N d 
	JRU
	MS Draft of Publicity Leaflet,  sections on why  JRU formed, what it does, why belong, membership duties  [actually issued, modified, Nov 1904;  presumably LHM drafted, CGM revised, per Umansky p 317 ]


	1904
	
	

	6 Jan
	MC
	C.M.  LHM chair.  EEB report re unsatisfactory position so E E Services to be included in adverts.   Choirmaster’s request for modification of his terms rejected.

	1st March, 
	JRU
	Ltr (roneoed) from Hon. Secs. in absence abroad of President, regretting attendances vary very much and asking for regularity.

	4 May
	MC
	C.M. CGM proposed to advertise for a paid official; agreed to put to a GM in June.  Publication of Addresses considered…….

	June 10
	JC
	JRU, Annual Meeting

Treasurer Isidore Spielmann forecast deficit of £225 at end of session. [to end Sept, v 1905] 

President's address by CGM quoted: " Services at Steinway Hall comparatively empty*, few regulars, members  urged to show responsibility.  But East End Branch warm services, is likely to grow.  (* MS note says it was decided to move services to the Wharncliffe Rooms.)

The Appointment of a Permanent Official; motion by A H Jessel," to conduct services and give addresses and to further objects of the Union";  difficulty after withdrawal of many of the ministers; it would be difficult to find someone but attempt was worth making. CGM had offered to pay his expenses.   Motion seconded by LHM;  minister must be true believer, tolerant, tactful, with immense courage &  be a good preacher.  She also suggested bringing religion into secular clubs, 

Proposal for class to train religious teachers was agreed

	17th June 
	JRU
	 Ltr (copperplate script  printing) from Vice Presidents & Treasurers enclosing a Report [see above, JC 10 June) of General Meeting, referring to accrued deficit of £225 and asking for donations.

	1904
	JRU  (in LJS)
	"Jewish Addresses delivered at the Services of the Jewish Religious Union during the First Session 1902-3", Brimley Johnson, book of 260 pp [20 addresses, fr the first to  7 Jun] #50

	14th Oct 
	JRU
	Ltr from Officers informing of Opening Service of session on Sat 22nd October, Address by CGM, at Wharncliffe Rooms as preferred by members, and then every Sat at 3.30pm ; subscriptions and donations requested;  no-one yet found as an official (as agreed at AGM), the volume of Addresses delivered at 1st session now published for 3s6d

	Oct
	JRU pam
	Address ,CGM,  The Weakening of Jewish Life , at 1st svce of session

LMA  004/019

	30th Dec
	JRU
	Ltr fr H Secs. re LHM & Mrs Morris Joseph giving 2 talks to boys & girls aged 14 to 18 , on “Judaism, a Religion of Joy”, and “The Mission of Israel, and what we can do for it”.


	1905
	
	

	Feb 3
	
	Notice & Agenda of General Meeting on 21st Feb for election of Committee, enlarged to 18 (incl Hon. .Officers) and asking for nominations, also Voting Slip with nos of votes.

	Feb 24
	JC
	JRU,  General Meeting, 21 Feb
co-Treasurer Harry R Lewis presented accounts, East London Branch eating into funds, he asked for increased subscriptions,  not yet necessary to send out an appeal.

CGM address: General indifference continues, difficulties of overcoming were under-estimated. Number of workers too low and not yet engaged a preacher [v 1904 Resolution] but attendances increasing.  250-300 addresses sold, encouraging sign.  Future in hands of members.

Committee was re-elected.

In discussion,  LHM  said people more receptive to new ideas, eg children's services at Hampstead Syn, due to JRU; she advocated direct missionary work in social work in East End, but should try get more communal workers,  and also holding of little meetings in members' homes to add to membership.

	Feb
	JRU pam
	Address, CGM, "Truth", at E End Branch

LMA 004/020

	March 4
	[CGM]

pam
	Address, CGM at JRU service “Great is truth and strong above all things”, pamphlet, 14 pp of text,   he considers truth of Pentateuch,  Judaism need not fear results of science or history, truth will prevail; truth & Judaism can advance together.

	March 20
	
	Ltr fr CGM (printed in script, and signed), passionately asking members for support and to attend svces.

	7 April
	JRU
	Circ Ltr from Pres.  Re the Voluntary Choir, asks for recruits to save expenses

	June
	JRU
	Circ Ltr fr Hon Sec re Childrens’ Sunday class, ages 8-16,  & form to reply

	
	JRU
	Address, CGM "There is a Time to Keep Silence and a Time to Speak" (per EK Bibl.)

	Nov 10
	JC
	JRU,  Paper by Mr. N. S. Joseph

On what is essential creed and minimum of ritual observance; and explanation of differences from Christianity to make its acceptance impossible to any intelligent Jew.

advocated printing addresses as valuable propaganda;  also JRU as center of philanthropy.

Extensive discussion reported.

	Nov
	JRU pam
	Address, CGM, "The just shall live by his faith"

LMA  004/ 022

	Dec
	MC
	 CM:  Mrs Franklin's report on 1st rel. sch classes begun in Nov …….... #56


	1906
	
	

	Jan
	JRU pam
	Address, CGM, "Enlarge the place of thy tent"

LMA  004/ 023

	March 2
	JC
	Meeting of Social & Literary Section of Ancient Order of Maccabeans,  debate on “The Jewish Religious Union” opened by Albert H Jessel

motion  "That the present condition of Judaism in England makes it desirable to hold services of the character of those of JRU”   he described difficulties & achievements;  the Ch A Rosenfield answered some criticisms,  carried by 17 to 14

	Apr
	JRU pam
	Addresses, CGM,   "Ye are my witnesses" & "There is a time to keep silence and a time to speak"     LMA  004/ 024   latter published, v 1905 above

	
	CGM
	Truth in Religion: and Other Sermons Delivered at the Services of the J R U (book), Macmillan (LBCL)

	Oct  
	JRU pam
	1st PJP, doctrinal essays published: with ltr fr CGM about the series , aiming to make Judaism  more effective: "Essentials of Judaism" by N S Josephs 

(then see Oct 07 Apr 08 Aug 08 , Feb 09)

	Nov 2
	JC
	Editorial, “Essentials of Judaism”, on the NSJ paper, ..”marked by power & insight”, gives quotes, concludes “brilliant persuasive vindication of Jm”


	1907 Oct
	JRU pam
	PJP II , LHM, "The Relation of Faith to Conduct in Jewish Life"   lives must bear witness to truth,


	April 1908
	JQR   XX, No 79
	at  pp 363-390, CGM article  (talk at a Congregational church in February)  "Liberal Judaism" 

Differences fr Orthodox, difficulties, temporary nature?, Jewish nationalism.

	20 Jun
	[CGM] LJS pams
	The J R U and its Cause: an address delivered at the service of the Union;  he reviews the 6 sessions ,asks for loyalty & sacrifice.

	Apr
	JRU pam
	PJP,III  N S Josephs  "Why I am not a Christian"#

	Aug 08
	JRU pam
	PJP, IV,  CHM, "Judaism, Unitarianism & Theism"#

	1909, 5 Jan
	CGM, pam
	"The Jewish Religious Union, its Principles and its Future", Private & Confidential,  For Use Of Enquiry Sub-Committee only,  22 pp (LJS pams vol.)  He defines 5 principles, concludes w need for a syn.

	Feb 09
	JRU pam
	 PJP. VI,  NSJ, "Immortality"#;  review of ideas on

	1909, May 1
	JRU, pam
	Sermon,  CGM,  "The Profit of Religion", at  JRU svce, based on Job xxi, 14,  Printed by Special Request (authorised at CM 24 May) , no author named 

JDR commented 2001 "impressive ex. of earnestness, intelligence, high-mindedness, philosophical sophistication , fine style & fundamentals of religion ..of JRU sermons" 

	
	JRU pam
	CGM, "Let me not be ashamed of my Hope"  (per EK:to find)

	Nov 1909
	JRU, pam
	Israel Abrahams, , ”The Union and the Festivals” , sermon at E End.  He surveys the festivals purpose, their changes over time, concludes as to why JRU is Jewish

	[1910]
	JRU
	Publicity, 6pp (Definition, Aims, Methods…) & Membership form

	[1910]
	JRU
	Draft Constitution and Rules for consideration…8pp

	Dec 1912
	LJS
	LHM and Mr Mendelssohn;  she sends various papers for Archive  presumably some for the book of circulars; he asked her to search for other letters incl from Nathan Joseph in 1898 not extant and she recites in three pp  the early JRU history, incl role of Rev Singer and I. Spielmann; her Girls' Club sometimes the majority at Wharncliffe Rooms,  the stimulus from German & French Liberals, and "a terrible time of friction and misunderstanding."


